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DUTIES OF PROBATION OFFICER IN RHODE ISLAND 

An interesting juridical question has been started in the trial of the Camorra 
relating to "preventive detention." As the trial is so delayed, it has occurred 
that none of those accused of association in order to commit criminal trespasses, 
have passed in preventive detention the maximum time of punishment which the 
judge may inflict, before the trial has finished. Indeed sect. 248 of Italian 
Penal Code decrees for the crime of association in order to commit offences 
(associasione per delinquere), without aggravating circumstances, the punish- 
ment of imprisonment ("reclusione") from one to five years. The question was 
started in the sitting of the 14th day of last February by the prosecuting attor- 
ney ("Pubblico Ministero") Cav. Saptoro, who maintained that there was no 
legal cause for the continued imprisonment of some of the accused. "It is cer- 
tain," remarked the prosecuting attorney, "that when the legal cause has ceased, 
the preventive imprisonment of an individual, not yet declared guilty by a sen- 
tence of condemnation, is no longer legal and becomes illegal." Our Code of 
Criminal Procedure actually in force does not contemplate this case. It is, on 
the contrary, expressly foreseen by the Draft Criminal Procedure Code of On. 
Finocchiaro Aprile, actual minister of justice, which will perhaps become positive 
law within this year. Thus it is our misfortune, because it is a hasty legislative 
work, which does not remedy at all the lamented inconveniences of our proced- 
ure. Sect. 378 of Draft Criminal Procedure Code of 1911 (an amelioration of 
Draft 1905) provides indeed: "On any case, the accused has to be set free with- 
out any obligation, whenever he has expiated the maximum of punishment es- 
tablished by the law for the offense for which he is being tried." However, al- 
though the case is not expressly foreseen in the code in force, the President of 
the court uttered an ordinance, by which, accepting the point raised by the pros- 
ecuting attorney and defence, he set free some of the accused. And really this 
solution was very just. 

Will the jury of Viterbo be mild or severe against the representatives of 
the Camorra ? We don't know. It is certain that the repression of Camorra will 
be attained by moral and civil education more than by the verdict at Viterbo, 
because the former makes every one feel the superiority of a living gained from 
honest work over a living gained from the profits of crime. A good service of 
police is also an important means of repression. However, one has to bear in 
mind that no degree of civilization can as yet suppress criminal associations. 

GiuLio Q. Battaclini, Professor of Criminal Law and Procedure in the 
Royal University of Sassari, Italy, Associate Editor of "La Giustizia Penale." 

An Act Relating to the Duties of the Probation 0£Bcer in Rhode Island. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section i. Chapter 352 of the General Laws, entitled "Of the state proba- 
tion officer and his custody of females," is hereby amended by adding thereto 
the following sections, viz.: 

"Sec. 4. Whenever it shall come to the knowledge of the state probation 
officer that the familv of the prisoner serving sentence for non-support is in 
destitute circumstances he may, with the approval of the board of state chari- 
ties and corrections, contrib,ute to the support of such destitute family during 
the duration of such sentence. 
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PENAL REFORM IN MASSACHUSETTS 

"Sec. 5. Whenever any person who has been placed in the custody of 
the probation officer by any court in this state, has left the state while in such 
custody, the state probation officer in his discretion, with the advice of the 
attorney-general, is hereby authorized to bring such person back to this state. 

"Sec. 6. The sum of twenty-five hundred dollars is hereby annually ap- 
propriated to pay the necessary expenditures incurred under the provisions of 
sections four and five of this act ; and the state auditor is hereby directed to 
draw his orders on the general treasurer in favdr of the state probation officer 
for amounts shown by proper vouchers to have been expended under the provi- 
sions of this act." 

Sec. 7. For the purpose of carrying the provisions of this act into effect 
the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, and the state auditor is hereby 
directed to draw his orders on the general treasurer in favor of the state pro- 
bation officer for amounts shown by proper vouchers to have been expended 
under the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

The above act is to amend chapter 352 of the general laws entitled "Of 
the State Probation Officer and His Custody of Females." R. H. G. 

Governor Foss on Penal Reform in Massachusetts. — "The supervision 
and management of our penal institutions, both state and county, require im- 
mediate and thorough renovation. 

"The board of prison commissioners is theoretically in control of our penal 
system, but in fact it has delegated the larger portion of its duties to the 
chairman. It should sit on questions of parole, but in fact it does not visit the 
institutions where prisoners are proposed for parole, nor does it hold hearings 
as a board in this connection. These duties are mainly delegated to the chair- 
man and secretary. 

"The industries in our five states and twenty-one county institutions are 
legally under the supervision of the prison commissioners, but these industries 
are conducted with little regard either to the interests of the inmates, or to 
avoiding unnecessary competition with free labor. 

"This condition has come about by the gradual shifting of the duties of the 
board to the chairman ; a condition which ought not to be tolerated anywhere. 
As a result, the board now gives perfunctory attention, or none at all, to a 
mass of work which is of fundamental importance to the commonwealth. 

"The financial operations of our penal institutions are now over a million 
dollars a year; and, with the present organization of our prison commission, 
these sums are not, and cannot be. administered as they should be. Conse- 
quently our entire penal system has fallen into a rut, and the fundamental 
purpose of the whole system, which is to reform and help the criminal class, is 
in abeyance. 

"I am told on high authority that our reformatories no longer reform, and 
that it is difficult to effect the reform of any inmates of these institutions after 
six months, or a year of residence therein. I have become convinced that the 
moral atmosphere of these institutions is that of a jail; that the inmates are 
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